
 

ABC’s 2020 Reading Challenge 
 

These numbers are based on my own reading goals, and the content is based on my own 

identity as a white, American woman. My aim is to read a variety of books - by and about people 

from different backgrounds and experiences. Please feel free to change the numbers and 

details of these challenges to fit your own goals and identity.  

Book Origin Challenges: 
1. 15 Books from Before 2020: Catch up on your TBR pile! Read the books you already 

have from 2019, 2018, or however long ago you got these books.  

2. 15 Books from 2020: Go ahead and read the books you buy, check out, or are gifted in 

2020. It’s always fun to read a new book by a favorite author, so treat yourself.  

3. 15 Books from BOTM: If you’re subscribed to Book of the Month, aim to read 15 books 

that they put out there. They don’t have to just be 2020 publications; catch up on older 

ones, too.   

Author Challenges: 
4. 15 Books by Authors You’ve Never Read Before: Whether it’s a brand new author or just 

one you’ve never read before, get to know other writers and their works.   

5. 15 Books by Authors You Have Read Before: Revisit some of your favorite authors! New 

book coming out? Just want to reread a beloved book? Yes please.   

6. 10 Books by Non-White Authors: Read books by authors from a variety of racial and 

ethnic backgrounds. Whether they’re black, asian, Latinx, indigenous, or middle eastern, 

get a fresh perspective.  

 



7. 10 Books by Authors from Another Country: Read books by authors from a variety of 

countries and cultures. Get books by authors from different countries in Europe, Asia, 

Africa, and South America. This will offer fresh perspectives.  

Genre Challenges: 
8. 5 Nonfiction Books: Read books about real-world subject - whether it’s music, 

economics, religion, business, psychology, politics… the options here are endless!   

9. 5 Historical Fiction Books: Explore the past - any year and location is fair game, as long 

as it’s set in a time long, long ago.   

10. 5 Fantasy Books: Get way out of the real world with books about magic, quests, and 

mythical creatures.   

11. 5 Thriller/Mystery Books: Feel the fear and adrenaline as you read through 5 thriller, 

mystery, and/or horror books. Especially welcome in October. Bonus points if you read it 

by yourself in the dark!  

12. 5 Young Adult Books: Feel young again with some books aimed at people in their teens. 

The stories are just as engrossing, and they often win for best cover artwork.   

Setting Challenges: 
13. 5 Books Set in Europe: Travel to Europe through 5 books set in any of its countries. 

Bonus points if you’ve never read a book set in that particular country.   

14. 5 Books Set in Asia: Go east and read books set in any Asian countries. Remember, the 

Middle East counts for this challenge.   

15. 5 Books Set in Central or South America: Hear a lot of Spanish (or Portuguese or 

French) when you explore Central and South America. Note: both Central and South 

America must be represented by at least one book each.   

16. 5 Books Set in Africa: Travel to any of the many countries in Africa for 5 books. Get to 

know their richly diverse histories and cultures.   

 



17. 5 Books Set in North America: Go across the USA and Canada to end this challenge. 

Note: while Central America is part of North America, we’ll count them separately this 

time around.   

Character Challenges: 
18. 15 Books about Non-White Characters: Read books in which one or more of the main 

characters is black, Asian, Latinx, Middle Eastern, indegenous, or biracial.   

19. 10 Books about LGBTQ+ Characters: Read about characters who are gay, lesbian, 

bisexual, asexual, or any other experience within the community. Note: aim to include at 

least one book with a transgender character.   

20. 5 Books about Disabled People: Get to know some characters who have a physical or 

mental disability. This includes autism and can also include characters with a chronic 

illness.  

21. 5 Books about People with Mental Illness: Explore books featuring characters with a 

mental illness - anything from Bipolar Disorder to an eating disorder counts.   

 

 

 


